Updated to reflect current research and rewritten to further enhance the clarity of presentation, the Fifth Edition of this bestseller continues to take a linguistic-analysis approach as well and focus on the facts of language rather than theoretical approaches.
Rewritten in order to increase coherence and clarity, making it easier than ever for students to understand difficult concepts. Topics within each of the chapters have been reordered for better focus and interest. References and the bibliography have been updated to include current information. Many examples have been updated throughout. Now includes more attention to cultural, particularly literary, history. Tables have been improved to better illustrate changes across languages and within English. Footnotes have been incorporated into the main text to facilitate ease of reading. Includes a more extensive use of headings and subheadings to guide the reader.
NEW TO THIS EDITION

NEW FOR 2005!
LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS
Represents a linguistic-analysis approach to the internal history of English, focusing on the linguistic facts of historical change in vocabulary, grammar, and sounds. Assumes no prior knowledge of linguistic theory and provides appropriate background material about cultural history. Provides enough detail for advanced or graduate students while still offering a solid bbackground for students new the field. Praised by users for explanations that are both informative and interesting with an abundance of examples to illustrate concepts. Includes complete chapters on topics that other books cover briefly, such as "The Sounds of Current English" (Chapter 2), "Letters and Sounds: A Brief History of Writing" (Chapter 3), "Words and Meanings (Chapter 10), "New Words From Old" (Chapter 11) and "Foreign Elements in the English Word Stock" (Chapter 12). Contains a glossary of terms for ready reference. Includes a bibliography of relevant works. An accompanying workbook provides a variety of useful exercises to engage students and reinforce material presented in the text. This Fourth Edition of Finegan's best selling text maintains its relevance with new emphasis on the political and social aspects of language including "Applications to the Professions."
Chapter 1, "Language and Linguistics," now contains coverage on the political and social aspects of language, helping students understand how language affects their own lives. New "Applications to the Professions" located in every chapter contain student exercises that address specific problems and issues of language study in diverse majors and occupations. A completely revised Chapter 5, "The Structure of Phrases and Sentences: Syntax," helps students balance the various theoretical approaches: transformational, functional, and traditional. Chapter 11, "Language Variation among Social Groups: Dialects," has been thoroughly revised to include coverage of current dialect shifts. Approximately 30 new photographs and realia demonstrate to students that language issues surround them, inform their daily lives, and matter to society. The book's companion Web site features audio files of various language, vocabulary and phrases contained in the workbook, Looking at Languages. Part 1, "Language Structures," covers the six foundation areas of linguistics, giving students a strong understanding of the linguistics field. Part 2, "Language Use," offers unique and comprehensive coverage of pragmatics, speech acts, and registers. Two complete chapters on historical linguistics, Chapter 13, " Language Change Used with any introductory language and linguistic text, this workbook provides exercise problems from 30 languages, including a significant number in English.
KEY FEATURES
NEW TO THIS EDITION
For the student, new audio files, available on the Finegan website, now supplement the printed text in nine chapters.These files are linked to words, phrases, and sentences in various exercises and allow students to hear the data pronounced by native speakers, bringing the printed page to life and adding clarity and understanding. New or revised exercises appear in Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8.The new exercises include solved and annotated problems in the Morphology and Phonology chapters, providing students not only with complete solutions but also with useful hints for attacking similar problems.
Paralleling changes in the new fourth edition of Language: Its Structure and Use, this edition makes increased use of the International Phonetic Alphabet.
Ten chapters of exercises in key areasmorphology, phonetics, phonology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics, register, dialect, writing, and historical and comparative linguistics-provide students with numerous practice opportunities. "Key Terms and Symbols" at the beginning of every chapter suggest the glossary terms students might want to review in preparation for completing the exercises. Exercises within chapters are divided into those based on English and those based on other languages, thus providing maximum flexibility for students. Appendix C, "Language Index," details where all the exercises in a particular language can be found. An Introduction to Language is ideal for use at all levels and in many different areas of instruction including education, languages, psychology, anthropology, teaching English as a Second Language (TESL), and linguistics. All chapters in this best-seller have been substantially revised to reflect recent discoveries and new understanding of linguistics and languages.
Chapter 8, "Language Acquisition," has been completely rewritten, reflecting the expertise of the new co-author, Nina Hyamns. Chapter 2, "Brain and Language," has been significantly revised to reflect new findings and progress in the field. 
ENGLISH 2005
Language and Linguistics í for formal theories without experiencing the burdensome details. In Chapter 9, "Language Processing: Human and Computer," the section on psycholinguistics has been updated to include recent discoveries, and the section on computational linguistics has been entirely revised to reflect progress in machine translation, speech synthesis, speech recognition, and language understanding. Chapter 10, "Language in Society," offers a new section on language and sexism. Chapter 11, "Language Change:The Syllables of Time," includes a greatly expanded section on language extinction; and the chapter has also been restructured to improve clarity. Chapter 12, on writing systems, discusses communicating over the Internet. New exercises have been added, but the tried and true exercises of previous editions have been retained. The glossary has been revised and expanded.
Assuming no prior knowledge, An Introduction to Language is appropriate for a variety of majors and has been used at both undergraduate and graduate levels. Up-to-date descriptions of all major components of language-phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics-are discussed at an introductory level. Discussions of American Sign Language, and other sign languages of deaf people, are woven throughout so that readers can appreciate that they are bona fide human languages with many of the same characteristics that are equivalent to spoken languages. Every chapter ends with a summary to help the student review, a comprehensive list of references, suggestions for further reading, and exercises. 
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